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APA and
Pro-Pedophilia
Propaganda
by Robert H. Knight

SO now, child molestation is no big
deal - as long as it is okay with

the child. That's the conclusion of a
three-author study published by the
American Psychological Association.

Dr. Laura Schlessinger took an
hour of her radio show on March 22 to
blast the study, which says that sex
bet^'een adultsand childrenisnotonly
less harmful than believed but might
even bepositive for "willing" cliildren.

Calling the study "garbage sci
ence," Dr. Schlessinger, who has a
background in medical physiology,
compared the APA's action to the 1973
American Psychiatric Association deci
sion that took homosexuality off the
list of mental disorders.

When the sex is consensual, the
APA article says, suchtennsas"child
abuse," "molestation," and "victims"
should be abandoned in favor of
"value-free" terms such as "adult-
child sex." One of the sources cited
as an autliority on sexual history is
Vem Bullough, who is listed on the
editorial board of Paidika, the
JournalofPaedophilia, which advo
cates adult-child sex.

Temple University p.sychology
Professor Bruce Rind, University of
Pennsylvania education Professor
Philip Tromovitch, and Robert
Bauserman, a psychology professor at

the University of Michigan, wrote "A Meta-Analytic
Examination of Assumed Properties of Child Sexual Abuse
Using College Samples." Bausemian also wrote an article for
the Journal ofHomosexuality in 1990, "Male Generational
Intimacy," which questions the "talxxD" against man-lx>y sex.

The new study was published la.si July in the APA's
bimonthly Psychological Bulletin. It was .severely criticized
in a paper, "The Problem ofPedophilia," published by the
Encino, California-based National Association of Research
andTlierapy of Homosexuality (NARTH).

Homosexualactivists around tlie world are working to
lower or abolish the age ofconsent laws inorder to "lil>
erate" children. At the 1999 U.N. Population Conference in
the Netlierlands, aix)ut 130 youtlis from 111 countries
signed asexual rights manifesto tliat calls for the "right" of
children as youngas 10 to havesex with anyone.

The North American Man-Boy Love Association
(NAMBLA), which advocates sex between menand boys,
hails the Bulletin study on its website, noting, "[Slex does
not pose the danger to minors claimed by police, prose
cutors andprudes crusading against man/boy love." Note
the fraudulent use of the term "love" in lieu of sex.

NAMBLA's view mirrors that of Alfred C. Kiasey,
whose Sexual Behaviorin the Human Male(\9^) includes
data from the molestation of 317 boys, some as young as
two months. Kinsey concluded that children were sexual
ly viable from birth and that molestation was harniless

unless parentsexhibited "hysteria" over the incidents. The
Kinsey view of child sexuality has influenced three gener
ations of sexologists and educators. i

APA spoke.swoman Rhea Farbennantold the "To make aL
Washington Times that publication of the article tbepsydm^
does r\ot imply endorsement by the APA. "It is
clear to us," she said, "thatchild sexual abuse is signifieantm
harmful." Given today's habit of linguistic hair- huUviduaU
splitting, could it be that tlie APA doesn't consid-
er"consensual" pedophOia as "abase?" I intUuUJeelit

Falxjrman's statement notwithstanding, the anpmb, deypi
APA has a history of promoting .some causes
while excluding other viewpoints, says Linda PetU
Nicolosi, co-editor of the NARTH Bulletin. I
"Tliey will not, for example, offer a platform to anyone
who says that homo.sexuality isdisordered."

In 1996, the American Psydiiatric Association redassified
paraphilias (sexual deviancies) in its Diagnostic and Statistical
Manual (DSM-IV). Sadists, masochists, exhibitionists and
voyeurs noware considered disordered only ifthey feel bad or
aaxious about wliat they're doing, or iftheir paraphilia impairs
them insomeway. Sothewell-adjusted molester isconsidered
psychologically sound, unlike those who experience guilt.

What is especially troubling alx)ut these APA pro
nouncements is that they are often used as a basis for
counseling, court opinions, and policy propasals that can
affect all Anerican families. KQQ

"To make a DSM-lV

thepsychiatrist assesses the
imiividualfor either clinkaify
sipiifiarntdistress or clinically
significantimpaiment Most
individuals withpsychiatric

symptoms expericjue a subjec
tivesense ofdistress which may
inelssdefetlinp such aspaht,

anguish, dsypharia (unpleasant
snood), shame, embarrassment,

erguilt." - "Criteriafor
Pedophilia"


